














































































































































































































 

 

Dear Mr. Platt: 
 
The State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA), at its March 23, 2012, meeting, took action 
pursuant to NRS 386.535 to initiate revocation of the charter of the Renaissance Academy 
public charter school.  This letter serves as the written notice of intent of charter revocation 
required by NRS 386.535(2).   
 
The deficiencies or reasons upon which the action of the sponsor to revoke the school’s charter 
is based are: 
 

1. The charter school is financially impaired such that it cannot continue to operate; 
2. The charter school has failed to comply with material terms and conditions of its 

charter; 
3. The charter school has failed to comply with generally accepted standards of accounting 

and fiscal management; and 
4. The charter school has failed to comply with statutes and regulations applicable to 

charter schools. 
 
A discussion of each of these deficiencies or reasons follows:  
 
Deficiency 1:  Pursuant to NRS 386.535, the sponsor of a charter school may revoke the written 
charter of the charter school if the sponsor determines that the charter school is financially 
impaired such that the charter school cannot continue to operate.          

 
The school is unable to ascertain or demonstrate to the SPCSA its ability to continue operating 
given that the Nevada Department of Education (Department), as of March 13, 2012, has 
suspended any future DSA (Distributive School Account) payments to the school “until the 
[Pupil Enrollment and Attendance] audit is resolved by Renaissance providing complete and 
accurate records…” (from Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Keith Rheault’s March 13, 
2012, letter to Andrew Platt).   

 
Based on the experience of the Department and SPCSA Staff with the school, it is anticipated 
that the school will be unable to provide the complete and accurate records required by the 
Department to complete its Pupil Enrollment and Attendance Audit.  It is further anticipated 
that the suspension of payments will result in financial impairment such that the charter school 
cannot continue to operate.  Indeed, your March 16, 2012, letter to Dr. Steve Canavero, SPCSA 
Director, confirmed this anticipation.  You wrote “[the Governing Board of Renaissance 
Academy] believe[s] Renaissance Academy is financially impaired in the meaning of NRS 
386.535(1)(b).”     
 
Correction:  The school must provide to the Department the “complete and accurate records” 
required by the Department’s audit staff to resolve Renaissance Academy’s Pupil Enrollment 
and Attendance Audit (PEAA).   

 



 

 

Additionally, the school must provide to the SPCSA information and documentation, 
including, without limitation, a revised budget, demonstrating the school’s financial ability to 
continue operation with no more FY 2011-12 funding.  Note that resolution of the PEAA—
accomplished with or without the cooperation of the school—may reveal not only that the 
school would receive no more FY 2011-12 funding but that the school has been overpaid and 
will need to repay to the state an amount of money yet to be determined.   
 
Deficiency 2:  Pursuant to NRS 386.535, the sponsor of a charter school may revoke the written 
charter of the charter school if the sponsor determines that the charter school has failed to 
comply with material terms and conditions of the written charter. 
  
The school has failed to comply with the following terms of the charter: 

 

 The Statement of Assurances is part of the school’s charter.  It was signed by governing 
body members Andrew Platt, Amy Meracz, Becky Stengel, Robert Reda, and Ellerie Boxx.  
The following assurances are included in the Statement: 

 
o The charter school shall keep such records and provide such information in the 

time and manner prescribed in NRS and NAC that the sponsor, the school district 
in which the charter school is located, the Nevada Department of Education, and 
the State Board of Education require, as needed for the purpose of fiscal audit, 
and program evaluation and reporting, including, but not limited to, the 
following. The charter school shall:  
 

• Account for the total number of students, per NRS 387.123 and NRS 
387.1233;  
• Submit accountability and progress reports throughout the academic 
year;  
• Conduct and report on required examinations of students;  
• Submit required reports on class size averages and types of teacher 
assignments, including students in programs of special education;  
• Submit separate accounting for funds received for pupils with 
disabilities and gifted and talented pupils, per NRS 387.047 and 388.520;  
• Submit required accounts of funds from federal sources, per federal 
reporting and audit requirements;  
• Submit reports regarding student truancy, transiency, attendance and 
dropout rates;  
• Submit reports of weapons and violence incidence;  
• Describe suspensions and expulsions; and  
• Comply with state, district, and federal statutes and regulations 
regarding instruction of disabled students including the development and 
implementation of Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for disabled students.  

 



 

 

During three visits to the school by Department auditors to conduct the PEAA, auditors were 
provided either no documentation or incomplete documentation needed to verify enrollment 
and attendance; typically Department auditors are able to accomplish the PEAA in one or two 
visits.  A team of four auditors returned to the school a fourth time, from February 27, 2012, to 
March 1, 2012, in yet another attempt to receive from the school complete and accurate pupil 
enrollment and attendance records.  Despite numerous attempts by SPCSA staff to assist the 
school, including several visits by the SPCSA’s SAIN/PowerSchool expert, its pupil recordkeeping 
remains dismally inadequate.  Dr. Rheault’s March 13, 2012, letter reflects the chaotic state of 
pupil recordkeeping at the school which persisted even through the Auditors’ March 1, 2012, 
visit to the school: “Our auditors have been unable to get complete and accurate records to 
substantiate pupil enrollment…”  
 
Correction:  See “Correction” for Deficiency 1. 
 
The school’s 11% on-time report submission rate to AOIS (as of March 19, 2012, 51 of 57 
documents had been submitted late, with 35 documents past due), because it reports 
compliance to date, cannot be corrected; late reports will always be late.  However, all missing 
reports, as identified by AOIS, must be submitted according to instructions provided in AOIS.  
 
Deficiency 3:  Pursuant to NRS 386.535, the sponsor of a charter school may revoke the written 
charter of the charter school if the sponsor determines that the school has failed to comply 
with generally accepted standards of accounting and fiscal management. 
 
The school lacks an effective financial management system and demonstrates poor internal 
fiscal controls.  Financial records, to the extent that they exist at all,  are kept using outdated 
methods; there is no indication of the school having adopted any of the financial software 
programs identified in the Nevada Charter School Operation Manual.    
 
Correction:  Financial policies approved by the school’s board in an open meeting and 
approvable by the SPCSA must be submitted to the SPCSA.  The policies must, without 
limitation, identify a credible bookkeeping/accounting software system the school will use 
going forward.     
 
Deficiency 4:  Pursuant to NRS 386.535, the sponsor of a charter school may revoke the written 
charter of the charter school if the sponsor determines that the charter school has failed to 
comply with statute or regulation applicable to charter schools. 
 
The school has failed to comply with the following statutes or regulations: 
 

 NAC 386.345 which requires a charter school governing body (board) to govern 
the school, maintain overall control of the school, and be responsible for the 
operation of the school.  There appears to be a lack of meaningful oversight of 
the school’s finances and other operations by the board.  Also indicating a lack of 
governance by the board: 



 

 

 
o A January 24, 2012, meeting was cancelled; 
o Because no minutes have been submitted to the SPCSA (as of March 15, 

2012) for a February 23, 2012, meeting, it’s not clear whether the 
meeting was conducted or not; 

o Draft minutes only (no approved minutes) have been submitted for an 
August 11, 2011, meeting; 

o Although draft minutes (but not approved minutes) were submitted for 
an October 11, 2011, meeting, no agenda was submitted for the meeting; 

o There is no evidence of compliance by the board with the following 
statutes and regulations that require board action (or if not “action”, at 
least a “discussion/information” agenda item) in an open meeting:  NAC 
387.770(3) regarding inventory; NRS 386.573(1) regarding the person to 
draw orders for the payment of money belonging to the school; NRS 
386.573(2) regarding approval of payment of the school’s money and 
signing of cumulative voucher sheets; NRS 386.583 regarding rules for 
academic retention; and NRS 386.585 regarding rules of behavior and 
appropriate punishments.  Evidence of such compliance would appear in 
board meeting minutes and agendas, and, as stated above, a number of 
Renaissance Academy Governing Body meeting agendas and approved 
minutes have not been provided to the SPCSA.   

 
Correction:  The school must provide Renaissance Board meeting agendas and 
approved minutes demonstrating compliance with NAC 387.770(3), NRS 
386.573(1) and (2), NRS 386.583, and NRS 386.585. 
 
Agendas and approved minutes for all meetings conducted by the board must 
be submitted into AOIS.   

  

 NAC 387.770 which requires the establishment of property and equipment 
records.  The school has been unable to provide such records upon request by 
SPCSA staff.  

 
Correction:  The school must comply with NAC 387.770 and NAC 386.342(4) by 
providing to the SPCSA a copy of the current written inventory of the school. 
 

 NAC 386.215 which requires a charter school to obtain specific types and 
amounts of insurance coverage. 

 
Correction:  The school must submit to the SPCSA documentation 
demonstrating that the school has obtained the types and amounts of 
insurance required by NAC 386.215. 
 



 

 

 NRS 386.650 to 386.655 which require a public school to use the student 
information system prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  The 
information provided by the school through PowerSchool, the system prescribed 
by the Superintendent, is inaccurate and unreliable. 

 
Over half the students enrolled in PowerSchool are not currently enrolled in 
Renaissance Academy.  Renaissance staff is unclear regarding the school’s 
current enrollment.   
 
It has been brought to the attention of the SPCSA that a 17 year old Renaissance 
Academy student was given full access to PowerSchool and K12 software.   

 
Correction:  A thorough cleanup of the information the school submitted into 
PowerSchool and from there into the State Student Information System must 
be conducted.   
 
Inappropriate access by unauthorized persons to pupil and other educational 
records must cease immediately.  Documentation thoroughly explaining the 
inappropriate access and the school’s actions to cease the access must be 
submitted to the SPCSA. 

 

 NRS 386.562 which prohibits certain provisions of contracts with educational 
management organizations (EMO).  Limitless, LLC is the EMO with which the 
school’s board has contracted to provide certain services to the school.  Pursuant 
to the statute, a contract with an EMO must not give to the EMO direct control 
of educational services or financial decisions of the school.  Due at least in part 
to the board’s failure to govern the school (as discussed under NAC 386.345, 
above), Limitless, LLC, has in fact been given control of educational services and 
financial decisions of the school. 

 
Correction:  A written explanation of how the Renaissance Academy Governing 
Body will take back control of the school from Limitless, LLC, and exercise its 
duty to govern the school, maintain overall control of the school and be 
responsible for the operation of the school must be submitted to the SPCSA.       

 
In addition to the statement of deficiencies or reasons upon which the action of the SPCSA to 
revoke the charter of the Renaissance Academy is based presented above, NRS 386.535(2) 
requires the following information: 
 

1. A prescription of the period, not less than 30 days, during which the Renaissance 
Academy may correct the deficiencies, including, without limitation, the date on which 
the period to correct the deficiencies begins and the date on which that period ends: 

 
 March 26, 2012, through April 27, 2012. 



 

 

 
2. A prescription of the date on which the SPCSA Board will make a determination 

regarding whether the Renaissance Academy has corrected the deficiencies, which 
determination may be made during the public hearing held pursuant to NRS 386.535(3): 

 
[date here] 

 
3. A prescription of the date on which the SPCSA Board will hold a public hearing to 

consider whether to revoke the charter:  
 

[date here] 
 
Thank you for your attention to these matters.  As has been communicated to you by SPCSA 
staff, the SPCSA’s main concern is the welfare of the pupils who appear to have been poorly 
served by Renaissance Academy.  In addition to any other actions the school’s board may take 
regarding this revocation notice, and in the event the school closes either voluntarily or through 
charter revocation, you, the other members of the board, and the school’s staff are urged to do 
everything possible to facilitate the transfer of the school’s pupils to legitimate schools; a major 
consideration in this regard is ensuring that all pupils’ educational records are complete, 
accurate, and ready to be accepted by schools receiving the former Renaissance Academy’s 
pupils.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kathleen Conaboy, President 
Nevada State Public Charter School Authority 
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